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In addition, Elijah was chosen as ‘Best in 

Bonington School House’ and three other 

students were given prizes for being the 

best-dressed in their School House: 

Charlie Orams as The Mad Hatter 

(Stephens House), Amelie Moore as 

Peculiar Child Clare Densmore (Mallory 

House) and Kaylem Higgins as Gandalf 

(Hargreaves). The Cake Sale raised 

nearly £150 which will be split between 

book charity BookAid and Haygrove’s 

partner school in Zambia. 
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Year 7 student Elijah Kitchker was awarded the 

overall winner’s prize at our celebration of the 20th 

Anniversary of World Book Day. Elijah decided to 

come dressed as Charles Dicken’s Oliver Twist and 

his outfit and make-up won over the hearts and 

minds of the judging panel which was made up of 

book-loving Haygrove teachers.  Year 7 students 

had been invited to dress up and enjoy a feast of 

home-made cakes in the School Library to mark the 

annual day; lots of students made the effort to come 

to school dressed as their favourite character and 

during the  morning two from each Tutor Group were 

selected to be part of the final competition.   
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NEW STUDENT SENATE ANNOUNCED 

A new year at Haygrove School brings exciting 

opportunities for students. Two students from each 

Year group have been selected to join a new 

‘Student Senate’ and now wear a Senate badge on 

their blazer to reinstate their important role. The 

Student Senate offers an opportunity for all students 

in the school to voice their ideas, opinions and any 

recommendations they may have about school life. 

Whatever the issue or feedback, the selected 

students represent the rest of their year group at 

meetings with Headteacher Mrs Canham.  “The aim 

of this student group is to encourage the 

involvement of all our young people in helping to 

improve our school,” said Mrs Canham. 

Talking about why she wanted to be part of the 

Student Senate, Maisey Pope, who represents 

Year 7, said, “I wanted to show that I could be a 

good leader for my Year group and speak up on 

their behalf. I want to help to make things better for 

us.” 

Her brother, Callum Pope, who is one of the Year 

10 Senate members reflected on what he hopes the 

group can achieve: “We want our ideas about how 

school life could be improved to be heard and we 

intend to work together to ensure students feel fully 

involved and part of how things evolve in the 

future.” 

On 27 January, a group of our Year 10 students took part in the annual 

Bridgwater Rotary Club Youth Speaks competition. The talented Haygrove 

youngsters were split into two groups: Megan Lake, Abigail Newton and Rachel 

Tier spoke about raising awareness of mental health and Molly Pickles, Thea 

Rogers and Bethany Hayes spoke about the current refugee crisis. In 

preparation, the girls underwent coaching with English teacher Mr Jones who 

said: “The teams worked exceptionally hard to research and prepare for this 

intimidating event. They were a credit to themselves and to the school.” Headteacher Karen Canham, who 

attended the evening, 

commended the 

students, adding that 

their speeches were 

well thought through 

and inspiring, and that 

each girl was a great 

ambassador for 

Haygrove School. 

Youth  

Speaks 



Our Year 8 students were set the task 

of designing and building an egg-

carrying, air-powered vehicle and 

then testing their creations to 

measure how far it would travel and 

whether it would protect an egg 

during flight and landing.  
 

The challenge was set at a dedicated STEM Day held 

at the school in partnership with EDF Energy. 

Supported by STEMworks, who specialise in delivering 

STEM focussed activities in schools, staff from the 

nuclear energy company introduced the Haygrove 

students to the key scientific and technical concepts 

involved in the challenge and then helped them as they 

worked in small teams to develop their own solutions. 

Trial runs enabled the students to figure out what 

adjustments were needed and it was then time to see 

which performed the best.  

 

The four finalists then had to give a presentation 

explaining the unique features of their design and, after a 

final ‘head to head’, a panel of judges from EDF, 

Haygrove School and STEMworks selected a winning 

team.  

A  Cracking Day 

of Learning 

“Everyone worked well and showed 

great teamwork to come up with their 

designs. The students really put a lot 

of thought into what they were 

doing,” said Mr Karl Jarvis, EDF 

Systems Engineer, who was 

delighted to return to the school to 

take part in the Challenge Day as he 

was once a pupil at 

Haygrove School!   “It was 

lovely to be back here in 

the School Hall again! 

After leaving here I went to 

Bridgwater College and 

then did an apprenticeship 

which started me off on my 

career in engineering.” 
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Battling the Elements 

Following months of dedication and hard work, over 70 Year 11 students proudly walked onto stage to 

finally accept their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards. The prestigious D of E Award scheme involves 

hours of volunteer work, documenting the learning of new skills and a long expedition which was 

remembered with fond memories during the evening. 

“The Award can be challenging for students. 

Some may find learning a new skill difficult, 

whereas others might not be used to the 

physical aspect of the programme. As well as 

an excellent addition to their CVs, the Award 

allows young people the opportunity to try new 

things and thrive where they may not have 

thought they could before.”   

Mrs Clark (Head of Outdoor Education) 

Adventure-thirsty Year 9 students prepared for and embarked on their first practice 

expedition earlier this term. At first, they got to work learning skills such as basic 

first aid, taking bearings and cooking a 2-course meal on a camp stove. After 

planning their route, each group was dropped off in the village of Goathurst and 

tasked with making their way back to school. The rain poured down and the wind 

picked up, leaving less than ideal walking conditions, however, despite the horrible 

weather, the students pressed on and all successfully completed the walk. 



Splendid Sporting Success 

Our Year 7 and Year 8 Rugby teams headed out to play 
‘friendly finals’ against Brymore Academy. The Year 7s rose to 

the challenge and scored some fantastic tries against the 
home team. With the cheering support of friends and family, they all got stuck in and came away smiling 
after playing a brilliant game full of great leadership, teamwork and talent. Year 8's also demonstrated 

some fantastic rugby talent. The boys were a force to be reckoned with and took to the challenge head on. 
Despite the cold and slippery conditions, all of the students were happy as coach Mr Elliot complimented 
them on their great display of skill and strategy on the field. The future of both teams looks bright as this 

‘friendly final’  prepares the boys for competing in the County Cup next year. 

Haygrove vs Brymore 
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Trampolining 
Trophies and 
Medals After success at the 

Southern Zonal Championships, our 
U19 and U15 Girls’ Novice teams, 
including Individual qualifiers Abigail 
Grant, Siana Lukins and Jayme Love, 
made the long journey to Newcastle for the National Finals. 

First to compete were the Under 15s team - Siana Lukins, Molly Turner, Holly Moule and Ella Smith - 

who each performed their routines with style and scored well. Siana, who also qualified to the Individual 

competition, was last to go, but when her scores were revealed there was a double celebration - she 
helped the team claim the Bronze and took the Individual 

Bronze medal for herself!  Jayme Love, entered into the newly 

formed Disability Novice competition, saved her best 

performances for this event. Jayme performed with confidence, 
got her highest scores and was crowned National Champion! 

The last competition of the day included our Under 19 team - 

Abi Grant, Charley Rooke, Molly Pickles and Ella O'Grady. As 
each score came through it was clear the competition was very 

close and despite an outstanding final routine by Abi, the girls 

were unable to clinch a place on the podium, but should be 

very proud of their 5th Team placing with Abi in 7th in the Individual  Competition. Well done all! 

 

This term, a team of Year 7 and Year 8 students 
headed over to the County Cricket Ground in Taunton 
to compete in the Under 13 Indoor Cricket County 
Finals where they competed agains teams 
from Gordano School, Beechen Cliff School and The 
Castle School. Although the Haygrove boys might not 
have been successful in claiming the title this year, 
they all  came away smiling, knowing they had done 
brilliantly well and still remain one of the top young  
teams in the county. The future looks bright for our 
young cricketers! 

U13 Cricket Finals show we 

have future young stars! 

Last year our Year 11 Hockey team were denied the 
chance to re-claim the State Schools County Hockey 
Champion’s title by a penalty shoot-out, but this year 
they brought the trophy home after a nail-biting final 
two minutes of their match against The Castle 
School.  

With four minutes remaining, the hard-working Castle 
team forced a mistake from the Haygrove defence 
and scored their second goal from the resulting 
penalty corner. At 3-2, and with barely two minutes to 
go, Haygrove forced another penalty corner - it didn’t 
connect, but it didn’t matter, as the whistle blew the 
Haygrove boys were able to celebrate their win. 

Hockey Title Re-gained 



Fun February 

Enrichment 

Days! 
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As part of their 
Geography 
curriculum, Year 8 
students learnt 
about shanty 
towns across the 
globe. As part of 
this topic, the 
students were 

asked to make their own ‘shanty-town house’ using 
only materials they could find at home, including 
from the rubbish bin. They were asked to think 
about what the shanty houses might be made of 
and how they are constructed, but also to consider 
aspects of daily life such as sewage, safety and 
sanitation.  

The students used all kinds of household bits and 
bobs to make their models, including old 
shoeboxes, cake-wrappers, tin-foil, cling-film and 
sticks from the garden. One keen baker in the class 
decided to create her 
house out of chocolate 
cake! Some of the 
designs replicated the 
living conditions as well 
as the structure of the 
houses, by adding 
clothes-lines, water 
butts and piles of rubbish gathering outside the 

doors.  

Year 8 student Juanita 
said, “I was interested in 
how the people in Kenya 
recycled all sorts of 
things to build their 
homes. I enjoyed 
deciding what to use for 

my shanty house and I was particularly pleased with 
the idea of using 
flattened tin cans for the 
roof.” 

With all the make-shift 
models gathered 
together, the students in 
8T could see how 
cramped and 
uncomfortable living in these conditions could be 

and how dangerous the 
rickety houses are for the 
families living inside. 
Teacher, Miss Mitchell 
was delighted with the 
effort the students made 
with their homework.  

Discovering how others live 

Unsung Heros 

Year 11 student, Lauren Sweeting wanted to find a 

way to recognise and reward students in her Year 

group who make a positive contribution to school 

life but often go unnoticed. Every half term during 

Assembly each Year 11 student is asked to 

nominate an ’unsung hero’ and give a reason why 

they should be rewarded with a box of Heros and a 

certificate. As well as the group below, students 

Lina Luenterbusch, Toby Jones and Lottie Mann 

have been awarded the title ‘unsung hero’ so far 

this year. 

L-r Ben Martin, Gemma Roots, Jacob Dunn, Beth Gyatt, Liam 

Endicott and Jess Quinn 

After learning about Jon 

Burgerman, the UK born/ 

New York-based artist, in 

their Art lessons, Year 8 

students had the chance to 

decorate the patio outside their Art classroom with 

chalk illustrations of characters they had created, 

inspired by the famous cartoon artist!  

After posting about it on Facebook, 

we were pleased to get a comment 

back from Jon himself!  



Winter Term 2016 

Students in Year 7 and Year 8 have been involved 
with coaching and leading at the Key Step 
Gymnastics Competitions that took place at St 
Joseph's Catholic Primary School in January and 
involved pupils in Years 1- 4 from ten local primary 
schools. Although for many of our students this was 
their first involvement in leadership activities, they 
stepped up to the task and coached gymnastic 
moves such as rolls, handstands cartwheels and 
round-offs, and a short routine. Student Kayleigh 
Sellick said that her favourite part of the day was 
interacting with the primary school students and 
watching what they could do after they had been 
coached. Megan Nolan  also added that she felt like 
they were inspiring the young ones and that she 

As part of their GCSE Geography field work, Year 10 
students have recently been on a trip to study the 
city of Exeter. Starting on the outskirts of the city, 
students spent time observing and learning about 
different types of housing and how property 
characteristics change as they walked closer into the 
city centre. Once in the Central Business District 
they carried out a survey of the  buildings to discover 
how each storey of the buildings are utilized. The 
group then moved onto the Quayside to see how the 
area has been developed and adapted for business 
and commercial use.  

Geographers Explore Cityscape 

Music Makes it Better  Concert  
IN AID OF THE LYMPHOMA & LEUKEAMIA SOCIETY          
£300 was raised for this charity when students, parents and staff 

supported some of our Music students who organised a concert 

featuring a whole host of student bands and performers including 

Lightbulbs of Sound, Jemily, Mia-July & Robyn, Dasmil, Insert Name 

here, Beta 2.0, Tabbie Silverson, Tom & Xia, Faded Horizons, 

Prototype, Spoken by Six and 

Mary Lockyer. Thank you! 



The above dates are all correct at time of printing.  

Please check on our website nearer the time. 

This document and full calendar is available on our website. 

DATES FOR YOUR 

DIARY 

Haygrove School 
Durleigh Road 
Bridgwater 
Somerset 
TA6 7HW 

Telephone: 01278 455531 

Fax: 01278 427972 

www.haygroveschool.co.uk 

Student Absence: 

Please contact the school by 

text on 07860 027964  

This number is for texting 
only. We no longer have a 
dedicated voicemail for 

absence.   

If you wish to leave a 
message please ring 01278 

455531 and select option 1. 

SUMMER TERM 2016/17 

You can now follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter  
 

@Haygrove 
@haygrovemaths 

@haygrovebusines 

@haygroveRE  
@haygrovehistory 

@haygrovescience 
@haygrovefood 

@haygrovehistory 

@haygeog17 
@haygrovecareers 

@haygroveenglish 
@haygrovePE  

@haygroveyear7 
@haygroveEsafe 

@haygroveyear10 

@haygrovemuso 
@haygroveoutdoor 

 
www.facebook.com/

haygroveschool 

Remember we don’t follow you 
back to respect your privacy. 
 
 

Tue 18 April…..……………………………………………………..Term Starts 

Tue 9 May……………………………………………Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Fri 12—Sun 14 May…….…………...Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 

Tue 16 May…………………………………………….Year 9 Parents’ Forum 

Mon 22—Fri 26 May………………………………………..KS3 Exams Week 

Fri 26 May………………………………………………………Half Term Ends 

Mon 5 June…………………………………………….……………Term Starts 

Thur 8—Sat 10 June……………………………….…………….Year 8 Camp 

Thur 15 June…………………………………….…...Year 10 Parents’ Forum 

Fri 16 June…………………………………….………...Year 11 Leavers’ Day 

Mon 19—Fri 23 June……………………....Year 10 Work Experience Week 

Fri 23 June…………………………………………..24 Hour Music Marathon 

Mon 26—Fri 30 June……………………………….…….Year 7 Camp Week  

Mon 3—Wed 5 July……………………………..……..St Ives Art Residential  

Mon 3 July…………………………………..………………..Honours Evening 

Fri 7 July………………………………..………………….Year 11 Prom Night 

Tue 11 July………………………….……………………………….Sports Day 

Fri 14 July………………………...Glastongrove Music Festival on the Field 

Mon 17 July—Tue 18 July……………………….Summer Enrichment Days 

Wed 19—Fri 21 July……………………………..Global Goals Activity Days 

ACTS OF 
KINDNESS 

RECOGNISED  

Students and staff have 
been nominating Year 7's for 

showing acts of kindness. 
When noticed, these acts are 
written down and displayed 

for the rest of school to read. 
As you can see, the notice 

board is really filling up fast! 

A great 
reminder of 

all the 
positive 

things our 
students are 
capable of. 


