
WHICH WOULD YOU 
PREFER TO OPEN?



THE ABILITY TO 
COMMUNICATE WITH 

CONFIDENCE
…AND IMPRESS!







So, how do we know, what we 
know?...
◦ AQA Examiners Report Meeting

◦ Grade 9 Exemplars from History

◦ Grade 9 Exemplars from Geography

◦ Answers compared…

THE CONTENT OF THE ANSWERS WERE 

EXACTLY THE SAME

Difference?

The packaging…



Capital letters

◦Use capital letters for 

proper nouns.

◦Most importantly, first 

person and people’s 

names! 



Simple punctuation

◦Full stops at the end of 
sentences.

◦Capital letters at the start 
of sentences.

◦Commas are used to mark 
a clause 

(or a chunk of information)



HOMOPHONES



What is this magic packaging?

◦One – Topic Sentences
◦ Short opening sentence for impact and clarity

◦Two – Supporting information
◦ Mix of compound and complex, all with specific pertinent detail

◦Three – Punctuation
◦ The magic : and ; used correctly, in first two-three lines

◦Four – Vocabulary
◦ Buzz words such as ‘obviously’, ‘of course’, ‘notably’ and 

‘certainly’.



Academic Writing, 
but which subject?...

Evaluate

CompareExamine

Use your transferrable skills!

Analyse

Conclude

Explain Link
Use 

Evidence



History, Geography, 
Citizenship, RS, Science…
Academic Writing
◦ What can Academic Writing not do?

◦ It can’t tell you what to write

◦ It can’t give you factual information

◦ It can’t make you suddenly brainier…

◦ What can Academic Writing do for you?

◦ It can help you PACKAGE your knowledge

◦ It can help you structure WHAT YOU ALREADY 

KNOW

◦ It can make you LOOK brainier! 



History
PEEL to develop
Link to show complexity

Evaluate

Compare

Explain

Use your transferrable skills!

Write an 

account..Describe

Level 1 Basic (identifies)

Level 2 Simple (describes)

Level 3 Developed (explains and 

evaluates) USE PEEL!

Level 4 Complex (sophisticated

explanation and 

evaluation – shows 

trends/ themes/ links)



Subject specific slides… 4, 6 and 9 mark 

questions in 

Geography

Some 9 mark questions 

with an extra 3 marks 

for spelling, 

punctuation and 

grammar (SPAG)

Even short 2 marks 

questions will 

usually require 

point – evidence 

or point – explain.



How to answer 6-mark questions in Science 

1. Identify the command word, this tells you what the examiners are 

looking for. This is generally describe, explain or evaluate. ( more later)

2. Go back over the question and use different colour high-lighter pens 

to pick out key bits of information so that any scenario can be applied to 

the topics you know. 

3. Plan the structure of your question. Table, paragraphs, 

diagram.

4. Write your answer

5. Check your answer fully answers the question, often you will get  

several parts to the question ensure you have covered them ALL. 

6. Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar.



State what is in the picture.

For this answer, you simply need to state using one or

two words what is in the picture

A dress

Describe what is in the picture.

For this answer, you need to tell the examiners what it

looks like, or recall an event or process

An orange halter neck dress with a pale band around

the waist.

Explain what is in the picture.

For this answer, you need to give reasons why something is the way it is

The dress is a summer dress, so it has a halter neck, it is from the 1950s and shows

the style at the time.

Evaluate what is in the picture.

Here you need to give good points, bad points, your opinion and justify your 

opinion

• This dress is good because it is made from a light fabric so will be cool in summer

• This dress is bad because the colour is too bright

• Overall, I think this is a good dress…

• … because it is well suited to the purpose of being a summer dress.



MFL ESSAY PLANNING:Schreib...
• Wo du wohnst

• Wie du deine Gegend findest

• Was du letztes Wochenende 

gemacht hast

• Was du in den Sommerferien 

machen wirst

3. Create a 

topic 

sentence to 

answer the 

bullet point 

and 

introduce 

each 

paragraph. 

2. List your 

LOVEIT 

grammar 

structures to 

use in the 

essay. 

1. Translate the 

bullet points into 

English to ensure 

you know the 

content of the 

essay.
4. Tick and 

check the 

grammar skills 

as you use 

them and 

ensure the time 

phrase 

matches the 

tense.

5. Read and 

translate into 

English in your 

mind to 

ensure what 

you think you 

have written 

translates well.



TOGETHER, WE CAN 
TURN THIS INTO THIS!


